Neceſſity of Humiliation : 
l | 


PREACHED AT 


* | 
St. John's CHAPEL, in the City of BATH, 


On the 13th of December, 1776, 


Being the day appointed by Proclamation for a General 


« Faſt and Humiliation before Almighty God, for 


obtaining Pardon of Our Sins, and for averting thoſe 
heavy Judgments, which Our manifold Provoca” 
tions have moſt juſtly deſerved.” 


— 
*** 


* 


Byth the a CHARLES STEUART *ECCLES, 
Rector of Ware ade in a aria . 
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We are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as though as did 1 
you by us: We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be ye reconciled 


unto God. 2 Cor. v. 20. 


* . 
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mA by the earneſt ſolicitations of 
many who heard this Sermon when 
delivered : relying on their judgment : yet, 

being conſcious of the many defects, all the 
literary productions from him muſt neceſſa- 
rily have, the Author ſends this forth with 
diffidence, and hopes the Public will caſt a 
mantle of tenderneſs over the defects, and 
endeavour to improve the hints he was ena- 
bled, with great weakneſs, to give on that 
intereſtedly ſolemn occaſion. 


The Author, convinced of his inequality 
to the taſk, avoided entering in to a political 
diſcuſſion. Yet, reſting on the expreſs de- 
claration of Holy Writ, that all the pow- 
« ers that be, are ordained of God,” he 
feared not to detect that Sibboleth”' of de- 
fection, but too loudly founded forth by 
his unhappy Brethren of America: many of 
whom he had formerly the pleaſure of per- 
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ſonally knowing; 3 being a conſiderable time 
amongſt them. And, therefore, more inte- 
reſtedly concerned for their preſent, as well 
as future happineſs; and tender of pronoun- 
cing any harſh judgment upon them ; with 
them, and with their adherents, he would 
wiſh to expoſtulate, as with men he really 
loves; and whoſe peace, and happineſs, truly 
lie near his heart. Conſider how many and 
how great were the bleſſings you enjoyed 
Protected by our truly gracious Sovereign, 
your coaſts were free from foreign invaſions: 
Peace, that faireſt Child of Heaven, with 
plenteouſneſs and freedom in her, train, ſang 
her ſweet carrols, wielded her golden ſcep- 
tre, and diſpenſed her uſual bleſſings. The 
yellow harveſt crowned your labours, and 
abundantly filled your garners ; whilſt each 
man, unmoleſted, enjoyed his God, under 
His own vine and fig-tree. Theſe were thy 
. bleflings, once happy America! But oh, how 
changed! inſtead of the ſweet ſound of 
peaceful inſtruments, the rude craſh of in- 
\ harmonious war is heard; inſtead of your 
garners being filled with plenteouſneſs, and 
the J fields to en and ſing around, 
FI bowing 
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bowing - their heads beneath the reapers, 
fickle; devaſtation's black and ghaſtly train, 
bending un ler horrors, ſtalks through your 
affrighted land, and wields his iron ſceptre. 
And, alas! are not your harps hung upon 
the drooping willows? your altars conſum'd 
with fire? and if incenſe is offered to the 


Lord, it muſt be done in haſte; the voice 


of war is near. Is not the contraſt truly 
ſhocking ? Yet ſhocking as it is, without 
exaggeration it might be heightened, till 
apathy herſelf would be forced to drop a 
tear, and groan with inward anguiſh, 


The Author viewing this dreadful con- 


traſt, and anticipating the awful ſcenes laid 


open by the already uplifted ſy ord, whoſe 


dreadful plowſhare has harrowed up the glebe 


of harmony, diſſolving the tendereſt ties 


of nature and of blood, and ſtill brandiſhes 


portending univerſal ruin, requeſts his Bre- 
thren would ſeriouſly refle&, were there no 
ties of gratitude to bind ? no bowels of con- 


ſtraining love, with thankfulneſs to urge 


you for to ſuccour him, who thus protected 
you? Alas, where does Honour ! where does 
Duty! 


| 
| 
| 
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Duty | where does Juſtice! fleep? Rouſe, 


Rouſe ye, exert your former attributes, bow 
unto your gracious Sovereign, the Olive 
branch he ever holds, and with joy, and 
ſweet forgetfulneſs of your diſobedience, is 
ready to receive you. 


JoBL: £ Clap: 11, 12, 19, 14. 


« 


the day of the Lord is great, and very terrible, 
. ad who can abide it? Therefore alſo now, faith 


« the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, 


« and with fafting, and with weeping, and with 
* mourning; and rend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, and turn unto the LoRD your God; ſor he 
* js gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of great 
„ kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. Who 


„ knoweth, if he will return and repent, and leave 
« a bleſſing behind him a 


AN any thing be more awful! more inte- 

reſtedly ſolemn ! than the univerſal aſſem- 
blage of this day? To behold a nation, one of 
the moſt potent, the moſt illuftrious in the uni- 
verſe, humbling themſelves before the Lord! 
To hear by command of our Sovereign and 
Rulers, the Trumpet blown in Zion, to ſanc- 


« tify a Faſt, to call a ſolemn aſſembly, that the 


* Priefts, the Miniſters of the Loxp, ſhould 
e weep between the porch and the altar, and 
* ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
„ thine heritage to W * 


How 


Jork ii. 17. 
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How exceedingly awful! what is the language 
that it ſpeaketh ? but, that our ſins, as a nation 
do abound :—this obſervation would be juſt, was 
it occaſioned by the inſurgence of an 6pen enemy : 
for it is written in the infallible Records, * that 


„ when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, He oft 
„ times. doth cauſe his very enemies to be 


ic at peace with him.“ How much more 
then, when we are conſtrained to take up our 
Saviour's plaint by the Prophet, and fay, © It 
« was not an open enemy that did this thing, 
* but thoſe whom we viewed as friends, wich 
* whom we took ſweet council, and walked with 


„ to the houſe of our God.“ 


A nation's ſtrength, and bleſſing is, the Loxkp's 


keeping it at unity with itſelf : * a houſe divided 


1c againſt itſelf cannot Rand. * | 


How 8 then does it (eak His Aiſpleature 
when the clang of arms that ruſhes o'er'the At- 


lantic ſurge, are the dire ſounds of BROTHERS“ 
ſwords, reſiſting even to blood! when the deep 
groans that iſſue from Ameria's. ſhore, are the 


heart-rending pangs. of Brothers. weltering in 


their Brothers“ blood, each having given the 
fatal wound, that ſummoned them to their laſting 


home. Such is the caſe: Gop hath permitted 
| | as 


al Prov. XVI. 17. T Ps AL. Iv. I2, I 4. 1 Marr. xii.· 25. 
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as it wefe our brethren, our very fleſh and blood, 
to riſe up in open rebellion, toſſing their arms 
aloft, deſpiſing the laws,. and proudly ſaying, 
a we will not have this man to reign over us.“ * 


How a fal is the caſe © to be in perils 
« amongſt falſe Brethren,”+ for „a man to lean 
« againſt a wall,” (thinking to receive thereby 
« refreſhment and ſupport) *and a ſerpent bite 
„him, d © to reſt upon a ſtaff, it breaketh, 
« and pierceth him 'to the heart.” 


Tuis is an awful ſituation. God's judgments 
are out in the earth. His ſword is drawn. His 
viſitations are begun, and they are truly awful. 

Yet awful as they are, and alarmingly ſevere, we 
have reaſon to fear, if we behold God's dealings 
with other nations, are but warnings of ſeverer 
judgments ; preludes of more awful viſitations : 
if we do not reap the Pes ent of theſe paternal 
chaſtiſements. | | 


Swat i RP, view the Edyptias' monarch; who 
held the Hraelites in chains, what forbearance 
12 W 218 Bros was 
»Lonk xx. 14. Let no one tay this quotation is improper, 
that it does not reſpect an earthly King, but the King of 
Kings, Js us. I anſwer, He that reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth 
the giver of the power, as © he who ſweareth by the, (Altar, 
« ſweareth by the ſanctifier of the altar.” Marr. xxtla. 20, 
All the powets that be are ordained of God.“ RCM. Mili. 1, 


+2 Cor: xi. 26. $ Amos, v. 19. f 2 Kix cs, Mili. 21. 
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was diſplayed with reſpe& to him; what long- 
ſuffering of our Gop was manifeſt ; how frequent 
were his warnings; how did the Loxp purſue 
him, nay feed him as with judgments ; *twas all 
in vain, © why ſhould he be ſtriken any more, he 
* will revolt more and more, ““ liſtleſs of the 

Ae voice, he continues ſtedfaſt i in his ſins, 
ike the rampant © horſe, that ruſheth, heedleſs 
“of his danger, on the thick boſſes of the buck- 
er of the enemy,+” till Gop drowned him 
and all his hoſt in the depths of the ſea. 


SHALL we turn our eyes to Babylon, though 
equally forbore with, and who as long ſtopped 
her ears. unto the warning voice, did ſhe eſcape 
better ? Babylon, that pride of monarchies, that 
glory of the world! © who ſaid in her heart, I 
“ ſhall be a Lady for ever.“ © I will aſcend 
“ into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
« ſtars of God: I will fit alſo upon the mount 
“ of the congregation, in the fides of the north : 
& I will aſcend on the heights of the clouds; 1 
*© will be like the moſt High.“ But © how art 
„thou fallen,” (daughter of the ſpheres): © thy 
«© pomp is brought down to the grave; how art 
© thou cut down, the worm is ſpread under thee, 
s the: worms cover thee,” || © thou art ſwept as 
< with the beſom of deſtruction * and all thy 
glory taken from thee. 2” -+ IS 


at. i. . 1 loan Ali 7. IS AI. xiv. 11. 
+ Jos, xv. 26. 51.41 * 13, 14. © IAI. xiv. 23. 
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Nerp we enumerate the fiery plains of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, of Tyre and Sydon, and the 
adjacent cities; whoſe ſmoke aſcends, and as it 
riſes loudly doth proclaim © Vengeance is mine, 


&« will repay, faith the Lord.“ * 


Or need we ſpeak of proud Aſſyria, who tri- 
umphed over her enemies: but now in Gob's 
«* wrath is trodden under foot upon his moun- 
« tains.“ + | 


Or ſhall we view Belſhazzar, haughty mo. 
narch, revelling in his ſtrength, ſcorning the 
warning voice, though his enemies beſieged his 
gates, Behold! but, alas! *tis now too late; he 
ſtands aghaſt at the outſtretched hand of God ! 
but inſtead of turning to the Loxp; inſtead of 
ſeeking for inſtruction from his ſervants, he 
ſends for his magicians, ſoothſayers, and aſtro- 
logers ; at length conſtrained, he ſends for Da- 
niel ; Daniel arrives, announces the impoſlible 
to be averted judgment, declares the cauſes of 
it; and lo! that night Darius enters, and proud 
Belſhazzar with his court tumbles to deſtruc- 
tion. 5 1 

1 SnAlL 


- '® Hes, X. 30. + [5 a1, xiv. 25. 

1 DanisL.v. 21, 26, 31. In order to ſee fully God's long 
ſuffering with this nation, read DanizL 1ſt, 2d, zd, 4th, and 
5th Chapters. | 


OO ee, eee eee eee e eee 


1 


| SHALL we ſpeak of more univerſal viſitations, 
the removal of the Lord's candleſtick from em- 
pires;“ or the univerſal deluge ? | 


On ſhall we read our doom in ſtill more glaring 
characters; in a ſtill more legible hand-writing ? 
View God's dealings with thoſe who then bore 
that exalted title, which we whilſt diſobedient, 
do vainly call our own; even the © pECULIAR 
« PEOPLE of Gop: “ f Theſe, (as Young beauti- 
fully expreſſes it) © though woo'd, and awed, 
* bleſſed, and chaſtiſed continued ſtubborn 
ſtill; a ftiff-necked generation, that would not 
be intreated : *till God ſware © in his wrath, they 
* ſhould not enter into his reſt.” 


1s this 8051 woke of acting with nations ? 
and ſhall we proudly ſay, we fit ſecure; nothing 
ſhall harm us? How can we ſay ſo, and our 
ſins ſo numerous ? Does not iniquity abound ? 
and vice with all her viprous brood, rear her 
poiſonous head, and hiſs throughout our ſtreets? 
ic Hear now this, O fooliſh people, and without 
" underſtanding ; ; which have eyes and ſee not, 
„ which have ears and hear not: Fear ye not 
e me? faith the Loxp: will ye not tremble at 
** my preſence, which have placed the ſand for 
„the bound of the ſea® by a perpetual decree, 


6c that 
* Conſtantinople and the adjacent empires, hg 1 


+ Dur. xiv. 2. I Par, xcy. 11. . 
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<, that it cannot paſs it; tho”. the waves thereof 
<« toſs themſelves, yet they cannot prevail; tho? 
« they roar, yet they cannot paſs over it.“ © Te. 
* ſhurem is waxen fat, among my people are 
e found wicked men: ſhall J not viſit for theſe 
« things? ſaith the Lord: ſhall not my ſoul be 
66 avenged on ſuch a nation as this FX 


Were not the Egyptians deſtroyed in the 
overwhelming ſurge : Babylon ſwept with the 
beſom of deſtruction: Sodom and her neighbours 
conſumed with the out-poured fiery torrent: 
Aſſyria trod as in the wine preſs of Gop's wrath: 
Belſhazzar hurled from his throne : the light of 
Gop's countenance withdrawn from Turkey: the 


Old 


Can any thing ſpeak Gop more tremendous in power than 
this inſtance, introduced by the Prophet ; which we, by be- 


ing familiarized to, paſs by unheeded ? What! hath he given 


power to ſuch apparent inſignificant particles of matter, par- 
ticles that are wafted about, as it were, with every breeze; 
particles as they lie, which appear as likely to ſtem the torrent, 
as the porous ſieve to hold up water. Shall theſe ſtand in bat- 
tle array and ſtop the haughty waves, tho? they rage and ſwell 
never ſo mightily.? Yes, the Lorp hath ſaid it: He hath 
given them their commiſſion ; therefore ſay they to the proud 
waves, ** hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no farther.” But this 
is Gop's general mode of acting, as the meaner the inſtru- 
ment, the greater power is diſplayed, —thus Gop calls * 
Palmer worm, the Locuſt, and other Inſects, his“ great army, 


JoeL ii. 11. chuſing weak things to confound the mighty,” 


1 Cox. i 1. 25. 
+ JE R. v. 21, 22, 26, 29. 
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tiſements; until they drew their juſt and final 
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Old World, fave eight perſons, ſwept from off the 
face of the earth: Yea, the very people of Gop 
made a reproach and bye word, a univerſal ſcorn, 


and left without a reſting- place by ſin? and we 
not fear? Aſtoniſhing hardneſs ! amazing ſtupi- 
dity! Let us compare our fins with their's : 
are they leſs in number? of leſs heinous import? 
alas! quite the reverſe, Did the Egyptians refuſe 
tho? intreated, and grow hardened by the long- 
ſuffering of God; did they deſpiſe his judg- 
ments, -and ſtiffen their necks, againſt his chaſ- 


judgment upon them? They did it thro? the 
natural depravity of the human heart ; Gop left 
them to themſelves, he with-held his ſpirit from 
them—they were blinded by magicians—they 
had not the ſcriptures of truth. — Bus! is it 
ſo with us? doth not the Loxp the Spirit wreſtle 
with us in the ſcriptures, in language ſuited to 
our capacities? May it not be ſaid of us, as of 
Gop's nation of old, © was there ever a nation 


* ſo favoured, ſo bleſſed, that had Gop ſo nigh 


<« unto them.”* He ſpeaks to us in the clear 
| ſound of the Goſpel in our national Church: 


Yea in our happy conſtitution, which preſerves 


it even in the dillenting congregations. Fx Does 
| be 


„ DavT. . 7. 


I; Let no one think he has a right to contradict this aſſertion, 
3 pointing out the various Arian, Socinian, Antinomian, 
and other ſchiſmatical conventicles ſpread over theſe king- 

doms. 


E 


he not ſpeak with energy to our hearts, © drawing 
© us with cords of a man as with bands of love,“ 
in the forbearance, gentleneſs, and long-ſuffering 
we daily experience? in our many and great 
deliverances ? in our many temporal bleſſings? 
and yet! (© tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in 
* Aſkelon, left the daughters of Philiſtia re- 
10 joiee, +) | we are incorrigible : In what can 
we confide, that thus we reſiſt, and rear our heads, 
and * ſtiffen our necks, as with an Iron ſinew 55 
Does our ſtrength exceed theirs? who held Gop's 
people ſeventy years in bondage but was con- 
quered by that liquid army, that oft is ſevered 
by the feathered Oar? or does it equal that 
Queen of nations, Babylon! ? who is become 
weaker than the graſs-hopper; more inſignificant 
than the reptile worm, who crawleth | prone, and 
is ever to make duſt her food. Is our ſtrength 
greater than theirs? was? Can we reſiſt Jehovah! 
overcome Omnipotence ! or ſet at nought the 
Almighty.? ridiculous ile a ! Kania 
e 
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8 8 they do exiſt, *tis not the fault of our happy 
conſtitution + their exiſting don't annihilate, -don't- alter the 
laws.” No, they are ſtill the ſame, and did not miitaken cle- 
mency with-hold their frowns, theſe ſeyſmaticks, theſe deny- 
ers of the Lox D that bought them, would feel their force, 
1475 not preſume to utter forth their poiſonous docrines. 


5 16 1 


Was Sodom and her Mains Fes] with the 
kery torrent ? then what have we to confide in 
more than they? are not our fins as numerous; 
of as deep a dye, © pride, fullneſs of bread, od 
« 1bundance of 1dleneſs :”* with all their other 
crimes. Does our righteouſneſs exceed their's? 
Have we more juſt men in our cities? Alas, quite 
the reverſe! where 1s there a righteous. Lot ?— 
but ſuppoſe it did: allow, we have many righte- 
ous perſons : hear the expreſs declaration of 
Holy Writ, « though Noah, Daniel, and Job, 


were there, they ſhould neither deliver ſons nor 


6 daughters,“ the neareſt and deareſt of their 


kindred; *they ſhould only deliver their own 


£44 


| Joſhua, whole mighty power Fith God arreſted 
the courſe of nature, and prolonged the day 1 


was he in the city, it would be juſt the. ſame, he 
W only deliyer his own ſoul. 


— 


Hear ye this, ye ſons and Gaigliteks' of "TN 
fure! ye careleſs of the earth! Aſſyria is levelled 
by fin unto the duſt; Belſhazzar is fallen to the 
ground; Turkey "Bi loſt her candleſtick, and 
covered with heatheniſh idolatry ; the Old world 


immerſed ; in the overwhelming, ſurge; and. the 


Jews, God's choſen nation, his peculiar people, 
reprobated; yea, ſcattered over the earth. Then 
what can we expect, whoſe ſins are more aggra- 

vated; 


„EZ Rk. xvi, 49. T EZEK, xiv. 14, 20. 
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vated; more heinous than thoſe of theſe nations; 
whoſe ſins brought down the weighty hand of 
Him upon them, who continues “ the ſame yeſ- 
« terday, to-day, and for ever ?*” What they 
did © through 1gnorance,” + we do in the light 
of the fun; in direct oppoſition to our reaſon : 
againſt convictions of conſcience, which neceſſa- 
rily muſt ariſe in the breaſt of every one, © ſince 


« the day ſpring from on high hath viſited us.“ 


Aras ! when vill ye be wiſe, ye ſons and 
daughters of folly? when will ye turn your eyes 
upward and inward, and catch the fleeting mo- 
ments as they paſs, © even whilſt it is called to- 
<* day, before the night comes on?“ 4 For be- 
hold, “the day is far ſpent ;” that day in which 
men can only deceive themſelves; “ crying, 
peace, peace, when there is no peace.“ $ © The 
* night comes on” when no ſuch works as theſe, 
or indeed any other, ſhall be carried on; for 
<« then the Prophets which now prophecy falſely, 
* and you love to hear; which now ſpeak 
5 e ſmooth 
* Hes, xiii. 8. 

+ AcTs xvii. 30. Let us conſider ſeriouſly Gop's declara- 
tion here, the times of this ignorance, Gop winked at:“ 


but their cities were burned with fire and otherwiſe deſtroyed ; 


then what can we expect, on whom the clear light of the ſun 
ſhineth ? | 


|Luxzi.78, tf Rom.xiii,1z 5 IE. vi. 14. 
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© ſmooth things at your requeſt ;”* ſhall be for 


ever ſilent, as the grave. Death, that awfully 


faithful inſtructor, ſhall trip each monſter of 
his borrowed plumes, and then they will rear 
themſelves before ye in all their horridneſs , 
more dreadful than the famed hydra. Yes, 
that night, ſwifter than the winged wind, or 
forked lightening, comes on : which ſhoxtly ſhall 
have its period ; and uſher in that tremendous 
day of the Loxp ; which our text declares is very 


terrible, and on that account, puts this ſolemn 


queſtion, © who can abjde it?” exhorting us in 
the moſt encouraging manner, therefore, to turn 


to the Lord our Gop. 


THESE words, thus opened, ſpeak the lan- 


guage of this preſent ſeaſon, both with reſpect 


to the ſolemnities appointed for this preſent day, 


and alſo the Advent ſeaſon, which our church is 


ſolemnizing. In them we have, 


FiRsr, An exhortation ſuited to the preſent 
occaſion, introduced in the moſt awful and ſo- 


lemn manner. 


„Tux day of the Lonp is great, and very 
* terrible, and who can abide it? Therefore 


cc alſo now, faith the Logo, turn ye even to 


5 me, with all your heart, and with faſting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning.““ And 
SECONDLY, 


Ir R. v. 31. 


1 


StconDLY, The nature of the abſtinence, 
weeping and mourning, enjoined. 


« Renp your heart and not your garments, 
and turn unto the LoxD your Gop.” And, 


TrirDLY, The reaſons given, and they are 
of ſuch delightful and encouraging import, that 
one might imagine by a people ſo immerſed in 
fin, they would univerſally prevail.“ For He is 
« pracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the 
« evil, Who knoweth if he will return and 
« repent, and leave a bleſſing behind him.” 


FixsT then, we have an exhortation, ſuited 
to the preſent occaſion, introduced in the moſt 
awful and folemn manner, —“ The day of the 
Lob is great, and very terrible, and who can 
« abide it ! Who indeed! when * the very 
« Heavens ſhall depart with a great noiſe : and 
„be rolled up as a ſcrowl; the earth be re- 
« moved, raſed from her foundations, and 
„ burned with fervent heat :?** when the ſea 
ſhall boil like oil; and diſcover her ſlain : © when 
« the moon ſhall be turned into blood; the ſun 
gather blackneſs, and fall from his orbit: 


C2 5 * when 


* 2 PET. ii. 10. + Acrs fi. 20. 
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* when a fire ſhall go before him, and it ſhall 


* be. very tempeſtuous round about him ;— 
„ when he ſhall call to the Heavens from above, 
and to the Earth beneath, that he may judge 
„ his people.”* Oh how ſhall men's hearts 
“ fail them for fear, at the great and terrible 
„ day of the Loxp ;+ when the trumpet ſhall 
e ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed ;F when 
ce the awful tribunal ſhall be ſet; and the whole 
« aſſembly of Heaven, of Earth, of Hell, be 


« congregated to receive their final doom.” 


How ſolemn is the confideration ! How ay- 
fully important is the thought! Then ſhall che 
books be opened—the faithful regiſters of all 
our actions, — then the ſecrets of the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of our hearts, that we fondly think ſhall 
never be made known, ſhall then be opened to 
view of men, of angels, and the whole congre- 
gate body of all the animate creation !=—In 
vain fhall then © the great men, the rich men, 
« the rulers of the earth,” though their faces 
gather blackneſs with deſpair, with ſhame, and 
| confufion, © fly unto the moles and to the batts, 
« and caſting their idols there ;$ in vain ſhall 
* they call upon the rocks to cover them, or 
the mountains to hide them from the preſence 

p | « gf 

® Pzal.l. 3, 4. +LUuxE Wi. 26. 
t 1 Cox. xv. 52. {IsAr. ii. 20. 


* 


% of their God.“ Could they climb up unto 
„ Heaven;” (was it not rolled up as a ſcrowl) 
« he is there: could they deſcend into hell,” 
(was it not filled with burning ſulphur uncon- 
ſumed) © he 1s there alſo : could they take the 
« wings of the morn, and fly to the uttermoſt 
“parts of the ſea,” (did it not boil like oil, 
caſting up her dead as droſs, diſcovering her 
ſlain) © even there alſo ſhall they meet him,” 
—even there ſhall they feel the fierceneſs of his 
diſpleaſure. 


Bor perhaps you reply, theſe are unneceſſary, 
| alarming, unſeaſonable warnings : What and our 
fins ſo great! when our iniquities encompaſs us 
as a veſture! Have we reaſon to think Gop is 
not the ſame to-day, as he was yeſterday ? Have 
we thus drank in the fin of Pharoah, that God's 
forbearance hardens us? May God open our 
eyes. Alas, we have long experienced what it 
is to be in the Laodicean ſtate of the church: 
then what have we now left us, if we ſtill con- 
tinue incorrigible? © but a fearful looking for 
of judgment, and fiery indignation which ſhall 


« devour the adverſaries.” 


Do you ftill reply; ſhutting your ears unto 
the warning voice, and putting off the evil day, 
ſaying 


* Rev. vi. 16. JPS AL. cxxxix. 8, , 10. | Hes. *. 27. 
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ſaying in your hearts © to-morrow ſhall be as 


e this day, yea and much more abundant :”# 
crying as they did of old, * Dotard, dreamer,+ 
“ remember the ſun was riſen upon Zoar, when 
„ Lot went out of Sodom.“ Do you ſtill 


reſiſt? © Has not the cloudy handy” ap. 


peared encreaſing over the Atlantic wave? Has 
not its peſtilential vapours tainted the hearts of 


many even in theſe lands? and do we as a nation 


ſtill fit ſecure; not fearing any further viſitation ? 
Suppoſe we do as a nation ; ſuppoſe it all a 
dream (although we have no reaſon to think ſo) 
will ye as individuals, allowing the day of the 
Lord is great, is very terrible, continue to ſay 
what is that to us? we have many years yet 
in ſtore; life, health, and ſtrength, flow vigo- 
rous in our veins. Alas, vain man ! how know- 
eſt thou © what a day may bring forth ?”| the 
very breath you draw may be your bane. There- 
fore © let not the ſtrong man glory in his 
ce ſtrength,” C nor the rich man pride him in his 
riches : for as a © moth fretteth a garment, ſhall 


they be conſumed.” **—Behold, behold, the 


day of the Lord is great, and very terrible; 
and who may abide it? and © it cometh in a 
“% day and hour, that we look not for, even as 

N | the 
* Is AI. lvi. 12. + GEN. xxXvii. 19. f Gen. xix. 23. 


$ 1KinGs xviii. 44. || Prov. xxvii. 1. Q PSAL. xxxiii. 16. 
Is AI. I. 9. 
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the lightening that ſhineth from the eaſt unto 


the welt it cometh ; as a thief in the dead of 
night, when ſtillneſs reigns, and all things 
huſhed in filent ſleep, and all the faculties of 
watchfulneſs are lulled in ſoft forgetfulneſs ; 
thus ſhall it come upon us.”* Is it not ſo? 

Does not each man behold the lengthening ſha- 
dows of his neighbour* s evening ſun ; but neg- 
les his ſtill longer ones ? Alas, how ſoon, in 
the common courſe of nature, ſhall we all be 
ſummoned before our Maker, ** to anſwer for 
* the deeds done in this body, whether they 
ebe good or evil. Yes, ſoon ſhall the youth- 
ful pulſe forget to beat; the finewy arm to uſe 
its ſtrength ; the ear be charmed with melody, 
or the tuneful voice be heard, —ſoon will the 
cold, the icy hand of death, freeze the young 

blood; unnerve the finewy arm; and“ ſtop the 
ear even to the voice of the charmer, let him 
charm never ſo wiſely. P © Oh that ye were 
* wiſe, that ye would confider this, that you 
* would remember your latter end,” for the 
day. of the Loap is great, and very terrible, 
and who can abide it. Permit me therefore to 
preſs this neceſfary exhortation, ſeeing the day 


ef the Lord is at hand. Turn ye therefore 


unto the Lozd your Gop. Is it replied when? 


* even 


Marr. xxiv. 27. and 1 TRES. v. 2. 


t2Cor,.yv. 10, 


t Paar. viii. 5. SDevr. xxxii. 29, 


here a ſure indication of our having turned to 


Charity, conſtrains us to hope theſe good things 
of you: But our office obliges us “ to be faith- 
« ful,” to fear the worſt; to call on you “to 


fin? Have ye put from ye © that fin that mot 


4] 


„even NOW faith the Lorp.” © NOW is 
&« the accepted time, NOW is the day of ſalva- 
ce tion.* Even NOW, © whilſt it is called to. 
e day.” NOW, whilſt the door of mercy is 
open; and forbearance continued. NOW, 
whilſt there is hope: whilft thou art on praying 
ground; whilſt there is an © high Prieſt,” who 
can be touched with a “ feeling of your infir- 
< mities, and can plead; can prevailingly in. 
% tercede for you.”+ | 


Bor perhaps you reply, is not our appearing 


the Lozy with faſting and with weeping, and 
with mourning? Yes, the law of Love, of 


“ examine yourſelves :”F therefore bear with me 
in meekneſs; as with one who truly wiſhes your 
happineſs. Thou haſt turned to the Loxp your 
Gop, with faſting. But haſt thou faſted from 


« eaſily beſets ye. © Are not the wages of 
*“ iniquity in thine hands.“ © Have ye deter. 
* mined to forſake all your evil courſes, to tum 

&« from 


* 2 Cor. vi. 2. Hex, iv. 15. t EzEK, xxx1v.10 


$ 2 Cor, xiii. 5. | Hes. xii. 1. q RoM. vi. 23. 
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* from all your wickedneſs,*” and turn with 
all your heart unto the Lozy, © who is a Spirit, 


and muft be worſhipped in ſpirit and in 
« truth,” + who faith, © I will not give my glory 
« to another ; therefore © my ſon,” (my 
daughter) give me thine heart.“ 


Alas! may it not be juſtly ſaid of us as in 
the days of old, Behold in the day of your faſt, 
you find pleaſure, and exact all your labours; 
« ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this day, to make 
4 your. voice to be heard on high. Is it 
6 ſach a faſt that I have choſen.? a day for a 
«x man to afflict his ſoul? Is it to bow down his 
6 head as 2 bull-ruſh, and to ſpread ſack-cloth 
44 and aſhes under him? wilt thou call this a faſt, 
an acceptable day to the Lonp Is not this 
«> the faſt that I have choſen? to looſe the bands 
Roo of wickedneſs,” y which brings me e 


to ew, c „ 400411 5 W 
D | *. SxconDLy, 
Ve ib is 
\*Exexx; d- 7. 1 Jon iv. 24. 
ebm ü ben. Ali. 8. 9 10 Prov. xxiii, 26. 


"1 Is not this the caſe? ould not our faſt days more pro- 
perly be called Feaſt days! Inſtead of mortifying ourſelves 
with abſtinence, are not our boards ſpread with every” dainty, 
that luxury can. 6 card, from the HOP tribe or 3 
creation? 


N his: iii. 3, 4» 5, 6. 
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SstcoxbIy, The natuerk of tha abſtinence, 
weeping; and mourning Enjoined—& Rend your 
heart and not your garments, and turn, &c.“ 
And have we thus turned to the Lok with bro- 
ken, with humble, and contrite hearts? Are 
we bowed down under a juſt ſenſe of our own, 
and the nation's ſins? or have we 6hly come in 
the exterior ceremonies repreſented in our text, 
by rending 6ur garments; even abſtaining from 
food; of. appearing to be humbled by the bend- 
ing of the knee, and by putting on a ſorrowful 
appearance, and joining with your voĩces in the 
ſolemn ſervices of the day.—Alas! | is this the 
faſt the Lonp bath choſen! ? Is it not a ſolemn 
mmockety*of him? „ Shall he who made the ear 
not hear tall he who" formed the” eye, not 
< ſee 29% and ſhall not ſuch ſolemn mockeries 
of God „ *Cypprodching” him with Gur Aßs When 
<< ovr how are far from him,“ hallen our 


inßending danger ? | 


ConsDEs: ſeriouſly, i is it poſſible that the mere 


form, the ceremony of abſtaining from meats 
and drinks, and Joining with your, lips, the 


PRE for the day, can reconcile us pnto Gop? 
&« BN all. a man give the. fruit of his body for the 
0 fin of his ſoul ?”*+ No, by no means,. F aſting 
and praying, are "Ry! well in their place; nay, 

| . are 


PSAL. xciv. 9g. Marr. xv. 83. Mic. vi. 7. 


„ 

are abſolutely Bene but « * they, will not put 

1 e * they a are exceeding neceſſary, the. 
« to keep our bodies in ſubjection, + leſt 
like pampered Sodom; we ſhould be full of 
pride. and idleneſs: the other, to keep up com- 
munion with our Bont to ſpread our grie- 
vances before him, ; and keep. our;graces' alive 
to intercede for our deluded brethren;cthat Gop 
would ſtop them by converſion as he did Saul of 
old; that peace again might be reſtored; that 
with one heart and one voice we might love and 
fear Gon, love and honour the King. But one 
thing is ſtill needful: though we have faſted and 
mourned ; though we have acknowledged our 
tranſgreſſions, and bent our knees and hearts in 
prayer; though we have put away the Achans 
and Delilahs from amongſt us, and wreſtled witn 
Gop for the converfion and forgiveneſs of our 
brethren z—y et this will be but as ſounding 
braſs, as a'tinkling ſymbol, in the ears of the 
LorD ; yea it will be * doing deſpite to the Spi- 
<rit of his grace, a trampling on the blood of the 
on Covenant Pt if de do not turn to the . Lorp : 
eas our Wiſdom, our Righteouſneſs, c our Sancti 
« fication, a and r re 3 By 8 as bur God; . 
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* See, the twelfth article of our Church. _ +1 Cos. ix. 27. 
; Hes. x. 29. Fx Cor. i. 30. FRO. ix. 5. 
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5 ag our hope; d the only way;”* yea, as *the 
© only name given unto men whereby they can 
40 eſcape the juſt judgment of God, and obtain 
cc ſalvation.” 'F 


Tis not a partial turning that will avail us, 
or avert the juſt judgment that awaits our ſins.— 
We muſt ſerve the Lox with all our heart, 
with all our ſoul, and with all our ſtrength ; 
c accepted in the beloved,” the © fruits of the 
« Spirit muſt dwell in us richly :$ ſo ſhining 
<< before men that they may ſee our good works 
and glorify our father, I whoſe loving chil- 
* dren we. approve ourſelves, only by keeping 
his commandments.”** Oh then let us as 
individuals, reſolve to lay down the weapons of 
our warfare, and turn to the Logp our» Gop, 
who is gracious and merciful: which reminds 


me of my third particular, viz. 


THrikDLy, to ſhew the encouraging reaſons 
given for exhorting us to turn to the Lonp our 
G0, —“ For he is gracious and merciful”? 
Tranſporting declaration! unfathomable love! 
This is the'aftoniſhment of. Heaven! the won- 
der of time | the adoration of eternity! for Oh, 
Eternity's too ſhort to praiſe Thee, thou inex- 

hauſtihle 

Acrs, XXVIii. 20. *ſoRN xiv. 6. + Acrs iv. 12. 

I Era. i 6. oer. ii. 46. 
{ MaTT.v. 16. “ Jon xiv. 15, 23. 
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hauſtible Fount, from whence all our bleſſings 
flow. He is gracious ! miracle of Love. He 
is gracious! and to whom? To thoſe who had 
obeyed him? No! To thoſe who had walked 
with him in the paths of duty? No! but unto 
thoſe who had rebelled againſt him; thoſe whom 
he now exhorts to turn unto him. Aſtoniſhing. 
condeſcention ! Hear it ye Heavens! and give 
ear, O Earth! break forth into ſinging ye fo- 
reſts and every tree; burſt forth into univerſal 
ſongs of everlaſting praiſe. For the Loxp pro- 
claimeth, © he is gracious and merciful, flow to 
anger, and of great kindneſs,” for « mercy 
and truth are met together, righteouſneſs and 
% peace have kiſſed each other.“ 


How lovely is the voice that ſpeaketh peace 
How ſweet unto the ſoul ſurrounded with aMic- 
tion, to behold one ray of hope! a voice like 
this, would make (if it were poſſible) the deaf 
adder lend an ear, and the hoarſe thunder, and 
the lightening's flaſh, clad in this garb, would 
be robbed of all their terrors, and like the odori- 
ferous breeze that paſſeth over Arabia's ambro- 
fal and aromatic foreits, each ſtronger guſt 
would bring encreafing ſweetneſs. 


Hr 18 gracious and merciful, << Gor can be 
juſt, and yet, the juſtifier of the ungodly.“ 
Does "my aſk, How can theſe things be? I 


-anſy er, 


* PSAI. Ixxxv. 10. +Rom.w.s. 


ble to that declaration in our excellent Commu- 


his one oblation of himſelf once offered) a full, 


Chriſt, in whom God and man were fully united, 


Fs. Iiii. 6. HI PET. ii. 24. JC GAL. iii. 13. Is A1. xIii. 21. 


3 


anſwer, Have men rebelled againſt God and be. 
come obnokisus to the penal ſanction of the law, 
that faith * if thou do this, thou ſhalt live, and 
te if thou doſt not do it, thou ſhalt ſurely die; 
“for curſed is every one that continueth not 
jn all things that are written in the book 
&©« of the law to do them,* are they without 
< ſtrength? God hath laid help upon one that is 
mighty, I who became fin for us” | (even he 
who alone amongſt the ſons of men) “ knew no 
« ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
« of God in him: the Lord hath laid on him 
« the iniquity of us all: ſo that he bore our fins 
« in his own body on the accurſed tree, and 
e thus hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
« law, by being made a curſe for us,“ agreea- 


* 


nion Service, which ſaith, he there made (by 


perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and 
« ſatisfaction for the fins of the whole world.” 


Tis thus alone God can be gracious (humanly 
ſpeaking) and merciful to fallen man ! *twas only 


could ſatisfy the offended law, and fulfill its pre- 
cepts, and this he hath ſo fully done, that- the 
Prophet Iſaiah declares. * he hath magnified the 
law and made it honourable: God 1s well pleaſed 
for his right couſneſs „ Dod 


Gal. iii. 10. + Ps AL. Ny 19. 12 Cor. v. 21. 
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Cos therefore my beloved; ye have heard 
how Gop can be gracious and mkreiful. harmo- 
nizing x11 his attribu es: turn ye therefore unto 
him who is the 6c repairer of the breach: fear 
not though your © fins are as ſcarlet, though 
« they be red like crimſon;”+ tho” the law pur- 
ſueth like © the revenger of blood,” + here is a 
city of refuge, g which is as a ce hiding place 
* from the wind” of God's yrath that kindleth 
Tophet *as a covert. from the tempeſt,” (that 
ſhall fweep off the rebellious © as a ſhadow. of 
ea, great rock in a weary land,“ in which you 
' ſhall be refreſhed, and be reinſtated in your for- 
mer ſtrength. Turn ye, turn ye © to the ſtrong 
. holds, Ye priſoners. of hope, I look unto the 
„ hills from whence cometh your help,** to that 
rock that is higher than youzjjj” for he is 
gracious and mexcifuly who knoweth but he may 
turn and repent him of the evil our fins juſtly 
deſerve to be inflicted upon them; who knoweth 
but that he may not only repent him, but turn 
and leave a bleſſing behind him, even the bleſ- 

ſing of peace ? which is devoutly to be wiſhed, 
may ſoon be given, that once more we may meet 
as brethren, bowing with joy unto the ſceptre of 
our rightful ſovereign, and finging Hallelujahs 


for ſuch a gracious protector. HI $naiL 
Is As, Ivin. 12. + Isa1.1. 18. 
1 NuwBERs XXV. 27, Nun. xxxv. 
IS AI. xxxii. 2. q ZECH. ix. 12. 
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; I snail not detain you longer than by making 
_uſe of the. Second Leſſon for this Morning Ser- 
vice, as a parable to encourage you to wait on 
the Logo, for the wiſhed- for bleſſing; and may 
God give us the wiſdom of the juſt to make a 
Eper uſe of it. 0 | 


* 


0 Now it came to y_- on a certain day, that 
- 66. He Irsus) went into a ſhip with his diſciples; 

and he ſaid unto them, Let us go over unto 

'« the other fide of the lake ; and they launched 
4 forth. But as they failed, he fell aſleep, 
and there came down a ſtorm of wind u pon the 
45 lake, and they were filled with water, and were 
C in jeopardy. And they came to him, and 

„ awoke him, ſaying, Maſter, Maſter, we periſh, 
Then he aroſe, and rebuked the wind, and the 
6E raging of the water; and they ceaſed, and 
4 there was a calm. And he ſaid unto them, 

on Where i is your faith? And they being afraid 
e wondered, ſaying one to another, What man- 
& ner of man is this? for he commandeth even 
a | « the age and the water, and they obey him.” 


c 


* 


No unto him who killeth, and maketh alive, 

, even Gop our SAVIOUR, with the FATHER and 
| the Syixir, be aſcribed, as is due, equal honour, 
glory, and praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. | 


* LUKE viü. 22, 23, 24, 25. . 


